<<Date>>
The Honorable <<NAME OF SENATOR/MEMBER OF CONGRESS>>
<<United States Senate OR United States House of Representatives>>

<<Address 1>>

<<Address 2>>
Dear <<Senator OR Representative>> <<LAST NAME OF SENATOR/MEMBER>>:

On behalf of the International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators and Allied Workers (International Union) which represents 25,000 members, families and friends – many of whom reside in <<STATE>>, I am writing to urge your support for key initiatives to boost our economy and expand job creation. The International Union estimates that as many as 22% of our members are unemployed, well above the national average rate of 10%. Unfortunately funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, intended to help create jobs including for insulation workers like our members in the International Union, has not yet reached our community.

The International Union is working with the National Insulation Association to ask for your backing to enact tax incentives for businesses to retrofit their commercial and industrial facilities using proven, energy-efficient mechanical insulation technologies.  We believe that real, sustainable jobs will be created through a targeted tax provision that allows businesses to deduct a portion of their mechanical insulation expenses – generating  increased manufacturing, distribution, installation, maintenance, and retrofitting jobs that also help save energy. 

The good news is mechanical insulation is a green technology that is shovel ready and can help lower carbon emissions immediately. NIA’s conservative analysis of industrial energy data shows that increased mechanical insulation use will create 89,000 jobs, reduce carbon emissions by 43 million metric tons, and save $4.8 billion in energy use annually. 

The bad news is that many company decision-makers fail to see the incentive to invest in mechanical insulation because it is silent and hidden; the process continues to operate regardless of the condition or absence of insulation; it is not a new technology nor generating publicity; and it is viewed as a cost in maintenance budgets rather than treated as a direct sunken expense that provides a return on investment. 
Current energy efficiency provisions in the tax code do not incent mechanical insulation maintenance, retrofits, or installation beyond current minimum requirements. They favor initiatives like lighting and windows because they are visible improvements, and while those are also needed, greater energy and cost savings can be found through an existing time-tested and proven green technology—mechanical insulation. 
H.R. 4296, the Mechanical Insulation Installation Incentive Act of 2009, is one avenue to spur adoption of this technology, realize the huge energy savings possible in the commercial and industrial sectors, and boost our economy through job creation. Mechanical insulation can make power plants, refineries, hospitals, schools, government and office buildings, high-rise dwellings, hotels and motels, retail and wholesale establishments more efficient.
I strongly urge your support of this essential tax incentive. 
Thank you for your consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have about the benefits of mechanical insulation in new construction, retrofit, or maintenance applications.
Sincerely,

<<NAME>>

<<ADDRESS>>

<<CITY, STATE, ZIP CODE>>

<< PHONE and EMAIL ADDRESS>>
